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Summer Reading  
8th grade – 2020 

Book List 
 
 
All 8th grade students are required to read one of the following books and complete the assignment. 
  

● The Treehouse by Andrew J. Brandt 
In the woods behind a Texas town, middle schoolers Lucas, Elijah and Tyler have spent the 
last three months building a secret treehouse. On the first night of spring break, they sneak out 
to finally spend the night in the finished project. Things quickly turn nightmarish when they 
witness a man bury a body just a few yards from their perch. Allison Beaker isn't allowed to 
have a boyfriend, but she sneaks out at night to spend time with Brandon, a varsity baseball 
player. One of their rendezvous is interrupted when she and Brandon witness a man dump a 
body in the trunk of a car. Unable to tell their parents the boys decide it's up to them to catch 
the killer, in fear that he may strike again. However, his next victim may be close to home and 
they quickly discover themselves, and their loved ones, in the killer's crosshairs. 
 

● You Against Me by Jenny Downham 
If someone hurts your sister and you're any kind of man, you seek revenge. 
If your brother's accused of a terrible crime but says he didn't do it, you defend him. When 
Mikey's sister claims a boy assaulted her, his world begins to fall apart. When Ellie's brother is 
charged with the offense, her world begins to unravel. When Mikey and Ellie meet, two worlds 
collide. This is a brave and unflinching novel. It's a book about loyalty and the choices that 
come with it. But above all, it's a book about love. 

 
● Sekret by Lindsay Smith  

An empty mind is a safe mind. Yulia's father always taught her to hide her thoughts and control 
her emotions to survive the harsh realities of Soviet Russia. But when she's captured by the 
KGB and forced to work as a psychic spy with a mission to undermine the U.S. space 
program, she's thrust into a world of suspicion, deceit, and horrifying power. Yulia quickly 
realizes she can trust no one - not her KGB superiors or the other operatives vying for her 
attention - and must rely on her own wits and skills to survive in this world where no SEKRET 
can stay hidden for long. 

 
● Shooter by Caroline Pignat 

A lockdown catches five grade 12 students by surprise and throws them together in the only 
unlocked room on the third floor wing: the boys' bathroom. They sit in silence, judging each 
other by what they see, by the stories they've heard over the years. Told in five unique voices 
through prose, poetry, text messages, journals, and homework assignments, each student 
reveals pieces of their story as they wait for the drill to end. But this story takes a twist when 
one of them gets a text that changes everything: NOT A DRILL!! Shooter in the school! 
Suddenly, the bathroom doesn't seem so safe anymore. Especially when they learn that one of 
them knows more about the shooter than they realized. 



Summer Reading  
8th grade – 2020 

Assignment 
 

While reading a novel from the list above, during the summer, all students are 
also required to keep a signpost log. This log will have two columns on it. In the first 
column of the log, you will record quotes or events from the story that you found 
interesting or insightful along with which signpost it is. In the second column of your 
log, you will write your reaction, insight, or analysis of the information from the novel. 
 
The first column is strictly for factual information from the text and signposts. 
The second column is where you are to analyze what you read in the text. This is 
where you can include your own opinions, predictions, etc.  
 
Format 
Your journal  

● must include 15-20 signposts that span the entire book. 
● must be typed on the computer.  
● will be graded based on the number of entries as well as the depth and 

thoughtfulness of your insight. 
● must include the page number of where the text in column one came from in the 

novel as well as which signpost it is. 
 

ALL JOURNALS SHOULD BE COMPLETED INDEPENDENTLY & WILL BE 
SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY IN SEPTEMBER.  

 
This is NOT a group assignment and should be worked on alone. There is no need to 
print out these journals as they will only be accepted electronically using your school 
Google account. On the next page is an example of what the signpost log could look 
like. This example will look very similar to the work your 7th grade teacher reviewed 
with you in class. There are only two entries in the example, but this is the exemplar of 
what your entries should look like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example of a Signpost Log 
Secret Life of Bees 

Information/Quotes from the text 
Signpost and Page 

Analysis of text 

On page 34 I found a contrast and contradiction 
signpost, “. . . ‘Where’d you get that fan?’ 

“ ‘Stole it from a church,’ she said.  Just 
like that. 

“I had gone once in a raft down the 
Chattooga River with my church group, and the 
same feeling came to me now—of being lifted by 
currents, by a swirl of events I couldn’t reverse. 

“Coming along side the men, Rosaleen 
lifted her snuff jug which was filled with black 
spit, and calmly poured it across the tops of the 
men’s shoes, moving her hand in little loops like 
she was writing her name—Rosaleen Daise—just 
the way she’d practiced”. 

 
 

My thinking about Rosaleen changed as I was 
reading this passage.  Prior to this, I saw Rosaleen as the 
kindly black housekeeper who worked for Lily’s cruel 
dad and kept a protective eye out for Lily.  Once she 
pours the contents of her snuff jug all over the white 
men’s shoes, she did not fit the kindly black nanny 
stereotype into which I had placed her. This is a contrast 
and contradiction because she did something that was 
very different from the character I thought she once was. 

In this scene, Lily admits to stealing and pours 
this black, slimy spit all over the shoes of some white 
men who are degrading and taunting her.  These men are 
racial bigots in the early 1960s.  Based on my 
background and reading of this time period and place, 
this action is unthinkable. This behavior contradicts the 
normal behavior of a black person at this time.  Its 
consequence is a beating to within inches of one’s 
life—which she does get later on. 

It wasn’t until I thought about where she was 
going that her actions made more sense.  In this scene, 
she was on her way to the “colored church” to register to 
vote.  This action—registering to vote--changed 
Rosaleen’s perception of her place in the world.  It put 
her on the same playing field with the whites, and she 
didn’t have to accept their degrading treatment of her 
anymore; hence the snuff juice all over their shoes. 

On page 49 I found an example that is both and 
aha moments and a memory moment signpost “ 
‘We’re going to Highway Forty and thumb a ride 
to Tiburon, South Carolina.  At least we’re gonna 
try’ ”. 
 
 

At this point in the story, Lily just helped Rosaleen 
escape from the hospital and her inevitable return to 
prison for having poured snuff juice on white men’s 
shoes.  They are getting out of town as fast as they can 
before the escape is discovered.  In the Secret Life of 
Bees, Rosaleen wants the freedom the right to vote will 
get her  In S. Life of Bees—so far—Lily’s has dealt with 
the people they meet. This is a “growing up” story for 
Lily and this example is an aha moment because Lily 
realizes that things are going to be very different for her 
moving forward. This can also be considered a memory 
moment because Lilly is thinking back on the time she 
had with Rosaleen which makes her happy that she has 
decided to help her beloved nanny. 



 

Notice and Note Signposts 
 

The Signposts and Definitions The Clues to the Signpost The Question 
that Follows 

Contrasts and Contradictions 
A sharp contrast between what we 
would expect and what we observe 
the character doing; behavior that 
contradicts previous behavior or well 
established patterns 

A character thinks or behaves in a way we 
don’t expect, or an element of a setting is 
something we would not expect 

Why would the 
character act 

(feel) this way? 

Aha Moment 
A character’s realization or something 
that shifts his actions or 
understanding of himself, others, or 
the world around him 

Phrases usually expressing suddenness 
like: 
·      “Suddenly I understood…” 
·      “It came to me in a flash that…” 
 

How might this 
change things? 

Tough Questions 
Questions a character raises that 
reveal his or her inner struggles 

Phrases expressing serious doubt or 
confusion: 
 

What does this 
question make 

me wonder 
about? 

Words of the Wiser 
The advice or insight a wiser 
character, who is usually older, offers 
about life to the main character 

The main character and another are 
usually off by themselves, in a quiet 
serious moment, and the wise figure 
shares his wisdom or advice in an effort to 
help the main character with a problem or 
decision. 

What’s the life 
lesson and how 

might it affect the 
character? 

Again and Again 
Events, images, or particular words 
that recur over a portion of the novel 

A word is repeated, sometimes used in an 
odd way, over and over in the story. 
An image reappears several times during 
the course of the book. 

Why might the 
author bring this 

up again and 
again? 

Memory Moment 
A recollection by a character that 
interrupts the forward progress of the 
story 

The ongoing flow of the narrative is 
interrupted by a memory that comes to the 
character, often taking several paragraphs 
to recount before we are returned to events 
of the present moment. 

Why might this 
memory be 
important? 

 



Rubric for Sign-Post Log 
 
 
 

 A B C D 

Analysis 

Demonstrates a 
complete 

understanding and 
interpretation of 

text evidenced by 
a wide variety of 
signposts in the 

responses. 

Demonstrates 
adequate 

understanding and 
interpretation of 

text evidenced by 
some variety of 
signposts in the 

responses. 

Demonstrates 
some 

understanding and 
interpretation of 

text evidenced by 
little variety of 
signposts in the 

responses. 

Demonstrates 
very limited 

understanding and 
interpretation of 

text evidenced by 
no variety of 

signposts in the 
responses. 

Reponses Writes 20 or more 
entries 

Writes 15-19 
entries 

Writes 10-14 
entries 

Writes less than 
10 entries 

Insight 
Responses are 
thorough and 
thoughtful. 

Responses are 
fairly thorough 
and thoughtful. 

Some responses 
are incomplete of 

irrelevant. 

Many responses 
are disjointed, 
incomplete, or 

irrelevant. 

Comprehension 

Exhibits a level of 
comprehension 

that extends 
beyond the literal 
to the personal, 

critical, evaluative 
responses. 

Exhibits a level of 
comprehension 

that extends 
beyond literal to 
the personal with 

some critical 
responses. 

Exhibits a level of 
comprehension 
that is mostly 

literal or personal, 
with few critical 

responses. 

Exhibits a level of 
comprehension 
that is mostly 

literal with some 
personal 

responses, and no 
critical responses. 
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Reading Log for Choice Books 
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